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This book grew out of a series of lectures which were intended to sup-
plement the work of the regular mathematical courses along general his-
torical lines. It aims to give a brief account of the most Important modern
mathematical activities, such as the mathematical societies, mathematical
congresses, and periodical publications and reviews, and to exhibit funda-
mental results in elementary mathematics in the light of their historical
development. In preparing it for publication^ the author aimed to meet
the needs of a text-book for synoptic and inspirational courses which can
be followed successfully by those who have not had extensive mathematical
training. As the book, is written in a popular style and deals with many
present-day mathematical questions, such as errors in the current mathe-
matical literature, standing problems, and living mathematicians, it is be-
lieved that it will also be found suitable for mathematics teachers* reading
clubs. Most of the book is about mathematics and mathematicians, rat her
than on mathematics, and is devoted to a brief discussion of some of the
principal aids to the student who is just beginning to da independent
mathematical work. It includes a brief consideration of the greater Fer-
mat Theorem, for the proof of which a large prize is now outstanding.
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